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TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 
GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 
CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING APRIL 8, 1975: 

QUOTE:Q WHO REQUESTED THE MEETING WITH DINITZ THIS AFTER- 
NOON? 

A. THIS IS ONE OF THEIR, SHALL WE SAY, REGULAR MEETINGS 
THAT THEY HAVE TOGETHER. IT WAS MUTUALLY AGREED, AS FAR 
AS I KNOW, THE LAST TIME THEY MET THAT THEY WOULD MEET AGAIN 
AND THEY WILL BE MEETING HERE. 

Q. I HAVE A SERIES OF QUESTIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST, ALSO: 

WHAT IS THE POSSIBILITY OF ISRAEL AND EGYPT BEGINNING PROXI- 
MITY TALKS IN WASHINGTON WITHIN THE NEAR FUTURE? 

A. DO YOU WANT ME TO TAKE THEM ONE BY ONE, OR - LET ME 

ANSWER THAT, AND IT MAY TAKE CARE OF SOME OF YOUR OTHER 
QUESTIONS THAT YOU MAY HAVE TO ASK. 
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THERE HAS BEEN A NUMOER OF STORIES HERE IN THE LAST WEEK OR 
TEN DAYS ABOUT, AS YOU SAY, "PROXIMITY TALKS" HERE IN 
WASHINGTON. THERE IS NO BASIS FOR THIS AT ALL. 

THERE HAVE BEEN SUGGESTIONS THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER MAY 
BE GOING OUT TO THE MIDDLE EAST AGAIN. THERE ISNO BASIS 
FOR THIS. 
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THERE WAS ALSO - AND I THINK THIS WAS IN NEWSWEEK - A 
STATEMENT THAT MAX FISHER WAS SENT OUT AS SPECIAL PRESI- 
DENTIAL ENVOY. THERE IS NOTHING TO THIS. 

THERE WAS ALSO. I THINK IN THE SAME ARTICLE, SOME INDICA- 
TION THAT DR. KISSINGER WANTED TO HAVE SOME KINDOF 
"STRONG MAN" COME TO WASHINGTON WITH ALLON - THERE IS NO 
QUESTION OF FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON COMINGHERE AT THIS 
TIME, ANYWAY, THAT I KNOW OF - BUT I THINK THE ARTICLE 
SAID BECAUSE THE SECRETARY BELIEVED THAT THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER, I THINK IT WAS, "TALKS BIGIN WASHINGTON BUT 
TAKES A BACK SEAT IN JERUSALEM." THERE ISABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING TO THIS EITHER. 

AND I MIGHT JUST ADD, AS A POSTSCRIPT - THERE WAS A 
"PERISCOPE" ITEM IN NEWSWEEK ABOUT THE VICEPRESIDENT AND 
DR. KISSINGER. THAT IS TOTALLYWITHOUT ANY FOUNDATION AT 
ALL. IN POINT OF FACT. DR. KISSINGERWAS VERY MUCH 
INVOLVED, AND VERY MUCH FAVORED - HE WAS VERY MUCH 
INVOLVED IN SETTING UP AND ARRANGINGTHE MEETING BETWEEN 
THE VICE PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT SADAT.AND THE QUESTION 
OF THE VICE PRESIDENT STOPPING OFF IN JERUSALEM FOLLOWING 
THE FUNERAL OF KING FAISAL NEVER EVEN AROSE. 

Q. TAKE AWAY "SPECIAL" BEFORE "ENVOY" WAS MAX FISHER 
CARRYING ANY MESSAGES, SPECIAL OR OTHERWISE? 

A. NO. 

Q. OR SEMI-SPECIAL? 

A. NO. HE WENT OUT THERE AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN. HE WAS 
NOT GOING OUT AS A SPECIAL ENVOY OF ANYBODY - THE PRESI- 
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DENT, OR DR. KISSINGER, OR ANYBODY ELSE AND HE DIDN'T 
CARRY ANY PROPOSALSOR ANY MESSAGES. 

Q. SO WHEN ARE THE LANCES GOING TO BE DELIVERED - THE 
LANCE MISSILES? 

A. I THINK THE PENTAGON ADDRESSED THAT QUESTION THE OTHER 
DAY. 

Q. IN THE NEWSWEEK ARTICLE, IT WAS SAID THAT THE SECRE- 
TARY WAS CONSIDERING RETALIATING AGAINST THE ISRAELIS 
BY PUBLISHING A STATE DEPARTMENT WHITE PAPER ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST THAT WOULD CLEARLY INDICATE THE BLAME FOR THE 
COLLAPSE OF THE TALKS LAY WITH ISRAEL. 
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A. THERE'S NOTHING TO THAT. THERE'S NO QUESTION OF ANY 
RETALIATION. THERE'S NO WHITE PAPER BEING PLANNED, OR 
ANY - THERE IS, AS I HAVE SAID MANY TIMES BEFORE THIS 
REASSESSMENT OF OUR POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST THAT IS 
CURRENTLY GOING ON. 

AND THAT'S IT. 

Q. STEP-BY-STEP DIPLOMACY WAS PROCLAIMED DEAD WHEN THE 
SECRETARY LEFT THE MIDDLE EAST. DOESIT REMAIN DEAD? 

A. WELL, I THINK THAT THE SECRETARY SAID ON MARCH 26TH 
IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, AND HE HAS SAID SINCE, THAT WE 
ARE IN TOUCH WITH THE PARTIES. THE PARTIES WANT US TO 
CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS, BUT THUS FAR WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED 
ANY INDICATION OF EXACTLY HOW OUREFFORTS MIGHT BEST BE 
CONTINUED. 

NOW WE ARE OPEN TO ALL OPTIONS. 

IF WE GET THE GENEVA OPTION, THERE MAY BE STEP-BY-STEP 
OR SOME OTHER OPTION. BUT THEREIS NOTHING ACTIVELY 
GOING ON AT THIS TIME. 

WE ARE REASSESSING THE WHOLE PICTURE. 
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Q. IS THERE ANY DATE FOR GENEVA? WORKING DATE? 

A. NO. 

Q. HAS THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL PRESENTED ANY NEW IDEAS 
TO THE UNITED STATES REGARDINGPOSSIBLE REVIVAL OF THE 
U.S. INITIATIVE? 

A. NO. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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